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The Volkerah, elected dtirin-T the i^ccnt was tscelved 

by Maa^hal So&olovski who, in a rhort spoaoh, outlined t!i© fVxture 
tasks of the VpUcsmt. Re etitod tliat the noot Inrortnnt of these 
was to pcropaijate the idea of the unity of Gerrsaty* Ho also stated 
that the Rttonlajia vwtiid ijoa to it that the powora and duties of the 
Control Couneil were transferred to tlae V’oXksrat. 

Sone mnbors of the Volksrat pointed out to the Marshal the diffi- 
culties arising in the Russian J 5 one ae a result of ineasursa ordered 
by the Occujydng Pbuor \^ich, to the inhabitants, sessied to he eae- 
tremely harnh as con-ored trlth conditions exlatlng In the westowi 
sons 04 In perticultir, they pointed out that the food situation in 
the Ru.- 5 slan Zone just ao bad as in the 'fe t, a»l that If uestom 
conditions should inurcnre as a recult of the I^archall Plan, then the 
partieo In the Sast would lose oil sjmpathy ar.on'^ the population.. 

Marnhal Sokolovski replied that the Inperlalist-capltallst pot4or» 
and GeiTHm leaotionarles awiild be surpidsed at tiiot Russia ijas in 
a position to do« liitu ccononlc roconatruotlon of Russia, he ^id, 
«ui nou so far advanced, that slie uan in a position to provide food 
for the Russian Zone} he could alro''dy state that in the second 
half of this year zationing tould cease oikI the Qeimm population 
would te able to bjy all necessities witho^it ration cards, 

Sola>lovski*B otate!rottt rejolcod the hearts df the SSD members of the 
Volksret. The others rsmained sceptical. 
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